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the index finger was found in the terminal inch of the colon upon its right side.
The edges of the perforation were black and gangrenous. With the aid of a long
needle-holder, the perforation was loosely closed by mattress sutures, and a tag
of fat which happened to be lying conveniently to hand was stitched over it. A
rapid 'toilette' of tle peritoneum was then performed, and four or five lumps of hard
faces the size of a pea were picked out of the general peritoneal cavity. Colostomy
was considered, but in view of the almost hopeless prognosis, it was thought
inadvisable to prolong the operation any further. A large drainage tube was placed
into the pelvis and the wound sutured in three layers, with, in addition, four
"through and through" sutures.
For eight days the patient very slowly improved. On the fourth day facal
matter appeared through the drainage tube, and on the eighth and tenth days the
bowels moved normally. The abdomen was not distended, there was no vomiting,
nor did the temperature rise above normal after the operation.
On the eighth day, however, he developed a broncho-pneumonia, and died
eleven days after operation.
The points of particular interest in this case are
1. That the perforation of the colon must have occurred on the Sunday afternoon,
but that the infection was confined at first to the pelvis, and the general peritoneal
cavity was not infected until 5 p.m. on Monday.
2. The misleading character of the peritoneal exudate in the upper abdomen,
and the complete absence of any odour.
3. That the patient lived for so long after operation, and died not, as one would
expect, of peritonitis, of which there was no sign, but of broncho-pneumonia.
I am indebted to Dr. Boucher of Donacloney for the patient's history prior to
admission to hospital.
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THIS volume represents the successor of the book on the, same subject by the late Dr. John McCaw,
in Messrs. Bailli6re, Tindall & Cox's series of Medical Publications. In this book Dr. Allen has
avoided as tar as possible theoretical considerations, and confined himself to practical points of
diagnosis and treatment. The first chapter discusses diseases of the newvborn, and includes a simple
but careful account of the modern views on infant feeding. Chapters are devoted to affections of
the respiratory, circulatory, digestive, nervous, and urinary systems, and to mental deficiency, the
myopathies, blood diseases, and general conditions such as achondrophasia and Still's disease.
Indeed, no really important omission can be found. The arrangement is clear and the printing
excellent, although the absence of illustrations is to be regretted. There is an appendix which
contains recipes for preparing food, and a useful collection of prescriptions. The book fulfils the
conditions which the author claims for it: That it should be of service to medical students preparing
for their final examinations, and for the general practitioner who wishes to obtain an account of
the subject in the light of modern knowledge and practical experience.
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